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View of the Property facing 
east. 

 

Building 10 

 

 

Transformers at Power 
House 
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View of the interior of the 
building. 
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North side of Building 10 
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FIELD REPORT 
 
UNITED STATES PLAYING CARD 
NORWOOD, OHIO 
 
C+RA COMM. NO. 504026 
 
DATE OF SITE VISIT:  April 21, 2004 (Facility Review) 
    April 22, 2004 (Roof Review) 
 
WEATHER CONDITIONS: Cloudy, light rain; 65º 
 
SITE CONDITIONS:  Accessible  
 
PRESENT AT SITE: Kevin Baker, Cole + Russell Architects, Inc. 
 Todd Baxter, Cole + Russell Architects, Inc. 
 Rick Mowrey, Alltrista 
 Michael Hopkins, Alltrista 
 Arthur Thomas, US Playing Card Company 
 Rick Montgomery, US Playing Card Company 
 Steven Schaefer P.E., Steven Schaefer Associates 
 Doug Greene, Forshee Roofing 
  
TRADES ON SITE: None noted 
   
EQUIPMENT ON SITE: None noted 
 
Review of US Playing card facility located at 4590 Beech Street, Norwood, Ohio. The 
facility consists of thirteen buildings; some interconnected with multi level walkway 
structures. The buildings that were investigated are Buildings 1 through 7, Bldg. 09, 
Bldg. 10 and Bldg. 17. Buildings 8,15, 18 are abandoned and were not part of this 
review or the roofing review.  

Rick Montgomery & Michael Hopkins separated from the group during the morning of 
the 21 and did a review of the facility electrical distribution systems. Michael rejoined 
the group after lunch and completed the facility review with the rest of the group. 

This report is divided into narratives of individual buildings exterior & interior and 
structural review with accompanying photographs. Separate sections containing the 
observation narrative of facility roofing conditions with accompanying photographs.  
Additional reports contracted and supplied by US Playing Card are attached in the last 
sections of this report. 

The observations took place over a two-day period starting April 21, 2004 for the 
general building & structural review and concluding on April 22, 2004 for the facility 
roofing review. 
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General facility review comments. 

Fire doors – Throughout the facility the outdated sliding type fire doors are used to 
section off portions of buildings and stair towers, Photo #31. Current building codes 
standards no longer allows these types of doors. 

Garden wall located at the west end of the facility along Beech Street needs minor 
masonry work. Copingstones need to be reset and cracks missing mortar in masonry 
should be tuck-pointed. 

 
Site pavement throughout the facility is in rough condition with numerous pot 
holes, cracks, and patches.  These paved areas are in usable condition, however 
repairs should be planned for in future maintenance budgets. 
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Building 01 consists of a four story concrete structure with masonry exterior walls.  
The typical floor height for floors one through three is eleven feet six inches to bottom 
of floor above, The forth floor clear height varies from 15’+/_ up to 25’+/- at the center 
clerestory section.  
 
The buildings exterior generally appears to be in good condition for a structure built in 
the early 1900’s (photos 1- 12). The majority of the masonry appears to be in sound 
condition for a structure of it age. Areas requiring masonry tuck-pointing were 
observed; the estimated area for this work is approximately 200 SF.  

Windows appear to be single pane windows typically set in steel frames.  Windows on 
the third and forth floors have been replaced in past renovations. Many of the existing 
metal window frames observed are deteriorating at their sills and a repair or 
replacement maintenance program should be considered. 

The metal awning located on the East elevation shows signs of age, some corrugated 
roof panels should be replaced, however the structural frame overall appears to be in 
satisfactory shape. General cleaning and painting of the awning structure would extend 
it useful life. 

The concrete loading/storage platform located on the east building elevation has areas 
of concrete slabs that are in need of repair, but the structure in general is in sound 
usable condition. 

The typical floor construction consist of a structural concrete floor deck with wood 
block flooring 2 ½”W x 4”Ll x 2”D nom. Most of the wood blocking with in the drive 
isles has been removed and replaced with 2” +/- concrete topping. During review it was 
observed that their are a limited areas through out the building in which the wood block 
floor will require repair as part of a general maintenance program.   

Observation revealed that the majority of the building was protected with an Automatic 
Fire Protection Sprinkler System, however this report did not include review or testing 
on fire protection sprinkler systems. 

Observation note, the perimeter wall were equipped with steam heat radiators, however 
this report did not include review or testing on steam heating system. 

Additional comments are noted on attached photographs and in Roofing & Structural 
review section of this report. 

Conclusion Building 01  

No major architectural issues with in the building were noted during this observation 
review that would hinder continued use of this building.  Window repair / replacement 
and limited flooring patching should be considered as building maintenance program.  

 
 
 
 
 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 01�Photo #1:  West Elevation (Front) 

Building 01�Photo #2:  North Elevation (West End) 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 01�Photo #3:  North Elevation (Center) 

Building 01�Photo #4:  North Elevation (East End) 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 01�Photo #5:  East Elevation 

Photo #6:  Partial of Building 01 and West Elevation of Building 02 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 01�Photo #7:  First floor 

Building 01�Photo #8:  First floor 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 01�Photo #9:  First floor, Boiler Room 

Building 01�Photo #10:  First floor 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 01�Photo #11:  First floor, wood block flooring 

Building 01�Photo #12:  Fourth floor, Clerestory area 



 

 Page 4 of 16 

Building 02 consists of a four story concrete structure with masonry exterior walls.  
The typical floor height for floors one through four is twelve feet to bottom of floor 
above.  

The buildings exterior generally appears to be in good condition for a structure built in 
the early1900’s (photos 13- 16). A four-story clock tower was added to the original 
building structure during the mid 1900’s. The majority of the masonry appears to be in 
sound condition for a structure of it age. Observation revealed areas requiring masonry 
tuck pointing on the East and West building elevations. The estimated area for this 
work is approximately 300 SF.  The clock tower masonry has areas were the masonry 
has bulged out of plan to it original location, this areas shows past repairs that should be 
investigated and repaired by an experienced masonry restoration contractor. The other 
area of concern is the clock tower roof, evidence of broken roof tile was observed on 
the roof of building 02. The clock tower roof is located at the main entrance to the 
facility and is eight stories above the entrance. The proximity of the clock tower to the 
facility entrance does present possible liability issues of falling tile onto pedestrian 
accessing the facility; repair work for the clock tower roof should be a priority item. 

Windows appear to be single pane windows typically set in wood frames. The 
sandstone accent bands and window lintels and sills are generally in good condition.  
Many of the existing wood window frames observed are deteriorating at their sills and a 
repair or replacement maintenance program should be considered to extend the usable 
life of the window. 

The typical floor construction consists of a structural concrete floor deck.  A finished 
wood plank floor was used on the first second & Third floors, the forth floor has a 
concrete slab, this floor was used for card production. 

Observation revealed that the majority of the building was protected with an Automatic 
Fire Protection Sprinkler System, however this report did not include review or testing 
on fire protection sprinkler systems. 

Observation note, the perimeter wall were equipped with steam heat radiators, however 
this report did not include review or testing on steam heating system. 

Additional comments are noted on attached photographs and in Roofing & Structural 
review section of this report. 

Conclusion Building 02  

No major architectural issues with in the building were noted during this observation 
review that would hinder continued use of this building.  Window repair / replacement 
should be considered as building maintenance program. Remedial work on the clock 
tower masonry & roof tile should be considered a priority. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 02�Photo #13:  Southwest Elevation 

Building 02�Photo #14:  Connector East Elevation between Building 02 and 
Building 06A 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 02�Photo #15:  Clock Tower, Note Building Masonry 

Building 02�Photo #16:  Second floor, wood flooring 
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Building 03 is a of a four-story structure with masonry exterior walls, steel column 
structure supporting a steel girder, wood floor beam and wood plank floor. The floor is 
2 1/2”x 4”+/- nom. plank decking laid at 45 Deg. to the beams. The exterior wall 
construction is masonry bearing walls.  The typical floor height for floors one through 
four is twelve feet +/- to bottom of floor above. 

The buildings exterior generally appears to be in good condition for a structure built in 
the early to mid 1900’s (photos 17- 21). The majority of the masonry appears to be in 
sound condition for a structure of it age. Observation revealed areas requiring masonry 
tuck pointing on the South and East building elevations above building 05 (with-in 
courtyard between Bldg. 1 & 3 and Bldg. 4 & 6). The estimated area for this work is 
approximately 450 SF +/-. The interior brick on both the south walls of the ground 
floor, below the window is in need of tuck-pointing. The majority of the mortar in this 
area has deteriorated into a granular state that easily falls from between the masonry. 
Remediation work is not critical but should be scheduled within the next five years to 
maintain the buildings function.  

A maintenance bridge extends from the East building wall on second floor too the 
second floor of building 09. This bridge is covered with corrugated sheet metal roof and 
wall panels that are rusted but in serviceable condition.   

Windows appear to be single pane windows typically set in wood frames; some metal 
frames units are on the East elevation. The pre-cast concrete window lintels and sills on 
the South & East building elevation are generally in sound condition, some of the lintels 
have exposed reinforcing steel and spalled concrete, these will require repair work to 
prevent continued deterioration.  Many of the existing wood window frames observed 
are deteriorating at their sills. These areas should be repaired and all remaining wood 
frames should be cleaned, damaged or missing glazing compound should be repaired / 
replaced and frames painted.  A general maintenance program should be considered to 
extend the usable life of the windows. 

Observation revealed that the majority of the building was protected with an Automatic 
Fire Protection Sprinkler System, however this report did not include review or testing 
on fire protection sprinkler systems. 

Observation note, the perimeter wall were equipped with steam heat radiators, however 
this report did not include review or testing on steam heating system. 

Additional comments are noted on attached photographs and in Roofing & Structural 
review section of this report. 

Conclusion Building 03  

No major architectural issues with in the building were noted during this observation 
review that would hinder continued use of this building.  Window replacement should 
be considered as building maintenance program. Tuck pointing the masonry joints on 
the exterior & interior walls should be planned for in building maintenance program. 

 

 

 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 03�Photo #17:  East Elevation, Connector bridge to Building 09 

Building 03�Photo #18:  Window at junction of Building 02, tuck point 
masonry.  Water damaged gutter boards. 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 03�Photo #19;  North inside wall interior.  Deteriorating mortar 
joints. 

 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 03�Photo #20:  Roof deck, roof leak and damaged wood beam. 

Building 03�Photo #21:  Fourth floor 
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Building 04 is a of a four-story structure with masonry exterior walls, steel column 
structure supporting wood girder, wood floor beam and wood plank floor. The floor is 2 
1/2”x 4”+/- nom. plank decking laid at 45 Deg. to the beams. The exterior wall 
construction is masonry bearing walls.  The typical floor height for floors one through 
four is twelve feet +/- to bottom of floor above. 

The buildings exterior generally appears to be in good condition for a structure built in 
the early to mid 1900’s (photos 22- 33). The majority of the masonry appears to be in 
sound condition for a structure of it age. Observation revealed areas requiring masonry 
tuck pointing on the North, East and South building elevations (with-in courtyard 
between Bldg. 4 & 6). The estimated area for this work is approximately 550 SF +/-. 
The interior brick on both the south walls of the ground floor, below the window is in 
need of tuck-pointing. The majority of the mortar in this area has deteriorated into a 
granular state that easily falls from between the masonry. Remediation work is not 
critical but should be scheduled within the next five years to maintain the buildings 
function. The pre-cast concrete window lintels and sills on the North & East and South 
building elevation are generally in sound condition, some of the lintels have exposed 
reinforcing steel and sprawled concrete, these will require repair work to prevent 
continued deterioration. 

Windows appear to be single pane windows typically set in wood frames; many of the 
existing wood window frames observed are deteriorating at their sills. These areas 
should be repaired and all remaining wood frames should be cleaned, damaged or 
missing glazing compound should be repaired / replaced and frames painted.  A general 
maintenance program should be considered to extend the usable life of the windows. 

The metal awning located on the East elevation shows signs of age, some corrugated 
roof panels should be replaced, however the structural frame overall appears to be in 
satisfactory shape. The awning gutter and down spouts have been damaged and should 
be repaired some of this damage may extend to the roofing panels. General cleaning 
and painting of the awning structure would extend it useful life. 

The concrete loading/storage platform located on the east building elevation has areas 
of concrete slabs that are in need of repair, but the structure in general is in sound 
usable condition. 

Observation revealed that the majority of the building was protected with an Automatic 
Fire Protection Sprinkler System, however this report did not include review or testing 
on fire protection sprinkler systems. 

Observation note, the perimeter wall were equipped with steam heat radiators, however 
this report did not include review or testing on steam heating system. 

Additional comments are noted on attached photographs and in Roofing & Structural 
review section of this report. 

Conclusion Building 04  

No major architectural issues with in the building were noted during this observation 
review that would hinder continued use of this building.  Window replacement should 
be considered as building maintenance program. Tuck pointing the masonry joints on 
the exterior & interior walls should be planned for in building maintenance program.  



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Buildings 04 (Foreground), Building 05 (Dust Collectors), and Building 03 
(Background) - Photo #22.   

Building 04�Photo #23:  East Elevation, damaged awning. 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Buildings 04�Photo #24:  Fourth floor 

Building 04�Photo #25:  Fourth floor roof deck, roofing tar dripping 
through deck boards. 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 04�Photo #26:  Fourth floor.  Crack in masonry above window. 

Building 04�Photo #27:  Third floor, wood flooring. 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 04�Photo #28:  Southeast corner, water damaged masonry under 
window access to roof. 

Building 04�Photo @29:  Third floor, damaged masonry at arched door 
head. 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 04�Photo #30. 

Building 04�Photo #31:  Typical fire door found throughout facility.  
Current Building Code Standards no longer allows this type of door. 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Buildings 04�Photo #32:  Second floor 

Building 04�Photo #33:  Ground floor.  Deteriorated mortar joints in 
masonry wall, under windows. 
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Building 05 is a single story structure constructed between buildings 03 and 04. This 
building houses the dust collector units and the waste card bailer units. This building 
has steel truss roof structure with clerestory venting windows. The east building 
elevation is the only exterior wall and is in serviceable condition. The conditions of the 
masonry wall formed by the two adjacent buildings are in fair condition, however 
multiple roof leaks have lead to some deterioration of the masonry joints (photos 34-
39). 

The metal awning located on the East elevation shows signs of age, some corrugated 
roof panels should be replaced, however the structural frame overall appears to be in 
satisfactory shape. 

The concrete loading/storage platform located on the east building elevation has areas 
of concrete slabs that are in need of repair, but the structure in general is in sound 
usable condition. 

Observation revealed that the majority of the building was protected with an Automatic 
Fire Protection Sprinkler System, however this report did not include review or testing 
on fire protection sprinkler systems. 

Observation note, the perimeter wall were equipped with steam heat radiators, however 
this report did not include review or testing on steam heating system. 

Additional comments are noted on attached photographs and in Roofing & Structural 
review section of this report.  

Conclusion Building 05  

The most significant problem with this building is the condition of the roof: see roofing 
review for additional comments and recommendations.  No architectural issues with in 
the building were noted during this observation review that would hinder continued use 
of this building. Tuck pointing the masonry joints on the exterior & interior walls 
should be planned for in building maintenance program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 05�Photo #34:  Roof 

Building 05�Photo #35:  Roof 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 05�Photo #36:  Steel Roof Truss 

Building 05�Photo #37:  Steel Roof Truss 
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Building 06 is a of a two-story structure with masonry exterior walls, Timber columns 
with cast iron base plates and connectors supporting wood girder carrying wood floor 
beam and wood plank floor. The floor is 2 1/2”x 4”+/- nom. plank decking laid 
perpendicular to the beams. The exterior wall construction is masonry bearing walls.   

The buildings exterior generally appears to be in good condition for a structure built in 
the early to mid 1900’s (photos 40- 49). The majority of the masonry appears to be in 
sound condition. Observation revealed areas requiring masonry tuck pointing on the 
North, East and South building elevations (with-in courtyard between Bldg. 4 & 6 and 
bldg. 6 & 7). The estimated area for this work is approximately 500 SF +/-. Observation 
noted that masonry of east wall at the second floor has bowed out and away from the 
buildings structural frame; measures were taken in the past to stabilize the masonry wall 
with the use of cables and shear blocks that tie back to an interior masonry wall, Photos 
(42-43). Many of the beams supporting the second floor have been reinforced with steel 
channels bolted to each side of the beam: presumably to stiffen the beam allowing it to 
carry the load for product storage, Photo 44.  

Windows appear to be single pane windows typically set in wood frames; many of the 
existing wood window frames observed are deteriorating at their sills. These areas 
should be repaired and all remaining wood frames should be cleaned, damaged or 
missing glazing compound should be repaired / replaced and frames painted.  A general 
maintenance program should be considered to extend the usable life of the windows. 

The metal awning located on the East elevation shows signs of age, some corrugated 
roof panels should be replaced, however the structural frame overall appears to be in 
satisfactory shape. 

The concrete loading/storage platform located on the east building elevation has areas 
of concrete slabs that are in need of repair, but the structure in general is in sound 
usable condition. 

Observation revealed that the majority of the building was protected with an Automatic 
Fire Protection Sprinkler System, however this report did not include review or testing 
on fire protection sprinkler systems. 

Observation note, the perimeter wall were equipped with steam heat radiators, however 
this report did not include review or testing on steam heating system. 

The pre-cast concrete lintels/beam supporting the second floor of the connector building 
between buildings 04 & 06 has spawled concrete that has exposing the reinforcing steel. 
This condition should be fixed to prevent further deterioration of the concrete beam. 
Photo 48 and 49. 

Additional comments are noted on attached photographs and in Roofing  & Structural 
review section of this report.  

Conclusion Building 06  

No major architectural issues with in the building were noted during this observation 
review that would hinder continued use of this building.  Window repair/replacement 
should be considered as building maintenance program. Tuck pointing the masonry 
joints on the exterior & interior walls should be planned for in building maintenance 
program.  
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Building 06A is a four-story structure with masonry exterior walls, concrete column 
structure supporting concrete floor slabs.  The typical floor height for floors one 
through four is twelve feet +/- to bottom of floor above. Floors one through three had 
finished drop ceilings that prevented the review of the underside of these floor slabs. 

The buildings exterior generally appears to be in good condition for a structure built in 
the early to mid 1900’s (photos 45- 47). The majority of the masonry appears to be in 
sound condition for a structure of it age. Observation revealed areas requiring masonry 
tuck pointing on the East and South building elevations. The estimated area for this 
work is approximately 450 SF +/-. The pre-cast concrete window lintels and sills on the 
East and South building elevation are generally in sound condition, some of the lintels 
have exposed reinforcing steel and sprawled concrete, these will require repair work to 
prevent continued deterioration. 

Windows appear to be single pane windows typically set in steel frames; many of the 
existing steel window frames observed are deteriorating at their sills. These damaged 
window frames should be scheduled for replacement however it is not critical 
maintenance item. A general maintenance program outlining repairs and or replacement 
should be considered to extend the usable life of the windows and building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 06 (Left) and Building 04 (Right) - Photo #40;  Connector East 
Elevation,  Exposed concrete beam, exposed reinforcing steel. 

Building 06�Photo #41:  East Elevation.  Note metal awning at second floor 
steel channel thrust blocks.  Holding masonry in place. 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 06�Photo #42:  Second floor.  Cables through bolted steel channel 
thrust block on exterior wall.  See previous photo.  Cables are tied back to 
interior brick wall thrust block, see photo below. 

Building 06�Photo #43:  Second floor, interior wall thrust block. 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 06�Photo #44:  First floor.  Existing wood beam reinforced with 
steel channel on each side. 

Building 06A�Photo #45:  Connector.  Roof deck indicating water damage. 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 06A�Photo #46:  Southwest corner 

Building 06A (Right) and Building 04 (Left) - Photo #47:  West Elevations 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Photo #48:  Connector between Building 06 (Right) and Building 07 (Left) - 
East Elevation.  Concrete beam supporting second floor has spawled concrete 
exposing reinforcing steel.  See photo below. 

Photo #49:  Concrete beam supporting connector floor above. 
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Building 07 consists of a four-story section of building on the western third of the 
building and a single story section on the remaining eastern portion of the building. The 
entire building has a basement level with concrete walls and floor slab. The single story 
section has a floor to ceiling height that varies from 15’ +/- too 25’+/- at center 
clerestory section. 

The buildings exterior generally appears to be in good condition for a structure built in 
the early to mid 1900’s (photos 50- 61). The majority of the masonry appears to be in 
sound condition for a structure of it age. Observation revealed areas requiring masonry 
tuck pointing on the East, South and North building elevations (with-in courtyard 
between Bldg. 6 & 7). The estimated area for this work is approximately 550 SF +/-. 
The pre-cast concrete window lintels and sills on the North & East and South building 
elevation are generally in sound condition, some of the lintels have exposed reinforcing 
steel and sprawled concrete, these will require repair work to prevent continued 
deterioration. 

Windows appear to be single pane windows with steel frames; many of the existing 
steel window frames observed are deteriorating at their sills. These areas should be 
repaired and all remaining steel frames should be cleaned, damaged or missing glazing 
compound should be repaired / replaced and frames painted.  A general maintenance 
program should be considered to extend the usable life of the windows. A larger extent 
of damage was observed under the windows on the second & third floor west windows. 
These areas had finished plaster walls that are more susceptible to water infiltration, 
extensive repair would be required if these areas were to be used for other that storage. 

The entire third floor of the western portion of the building was covered with a 4’ x 8’ 
sheets of particleboard; sub floor conditions were not visible for inspection. 

Observation in the basement revealed no problems that raise long-term concerns. A 3’ x 
10’ puddle of water was observed on the basement floor; on the south side of the 
building, west of the egress stairs, we were not able to determine the source of this 
water, however a plumbing waste stack was severely rusted and deteriorated at the 
junction with the floor slab. 

Observation revealed that the majority of the building was protected with an Automatic 
Fire Protection Sprinkler System, however this report did not include review or testing 
on fire protection sprinkler systems. 

Observation note, the perimeter wall were equipped with steam heat radiators, however 
this report did not include review or testing on steam heating system. 

Additional comments are noted on attached photographs and in Roofing & Structural 
review section of this report. 

Conclusion Building 07  

No major architectural issues with in the building were noted during this observation 
review that would hinder continued use of this building.  Window replacement should 
be considered as building maintenance program. Tuck pointing the masonry joints on 
the exterior & interior walls should be planned for in building maintenance program. 
Repair of plaster walls under damaged windows would be required if these areas were 
to be used for other that storage. 
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Review of buildings 8, 15, 17, 18 was excluded from facility review. Per C+RA 
proposal and agreement with Rick Mowrey of Alltrista. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 07�Photo #50:  East Elevation 

Building 07�Photo #51:  Southeast corner, Utility bridge over to Tenant 
south of USPC, bridge scheduled to be removed. 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 07�Photo #52:  South Elevation 

Building 07�Photo #53:  Southwest corner 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 07�Photo #54:  West Elevation 

Building 07�Photo #55:  Fourth floor 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
April 26, 2004 

Building 07�Photo #56:  Third floor 

Building 07�Photo #57:  Second floor 



PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:     PHOTO LOG:  USPC Property Inspection�Norwood, Ohio 
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Building 07�Photo #58:  Second floor 

Building 07�Photo #59:  Eastern half of building., single story with 
Clerestory center section 
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Building 07�Photo #60:  Water damaged roof deck at clerestory roof. 

Building 07�Photo #61:  Infill slab at abandoned elevator shaft. 
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Building 09 is a of a two-story structure with masonry exterior walls, steel column 
structure supporting steel girders with wood floor beam and wood plank floor. The 
exterior wall construction is masonry bearing walls. This building houses the DC 
electrical distribution on the North end of the building; the south half of the building 
contains the abandoned boiler facility. This area is posted as contaminated with 
hazardous asbestos dust; no extensive interior investigation was conducted. No interior 
review of the masonry chimney or the basement level was conducted. 

The buildings exterior generally appears to be in sound condition for a structure built in 
the early to mid 1900’s (photos 62- 67).  The original flat roof structure and masonry 
parapet were removed during a 1940+/- renovation of the boiler plant area of this 
building. The flat roof was replaced with gable shaped (sloped roof) steel trusses 
system. The masonry used during this renovation is a slightly different color that the 
original masonry and is visible in attached photographs. 

The majority of the masonry appears to be in sound condition for a structure of it age. 
Areas of masonry around windows on the West building elevation show evidence on 
being removed and replaced, reportedly during boiler installation. Observation revealed 
areas requiring masonry tuck pointing on all of the building elevations. The estimated 
area for this work is approximately 500 SF +/-. The window lintels and sills on the 
North & West and South building elevation are generally in sound condition.  

Windows appear to be single pane windows typically set in steel frames; many of the 
existing steel window frames observed are deteriorating at their sills. These areas 
should be repaired and all remaining steel frames should be cleaned, damaged or 
missing glazing compound should be repaired / replaced and frames painted should this 
building remain part of the facility. 
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Building 09�Photo #62:  North Elevation.  Note later addition of gable roof 
trusses and masonry end gable. 

Building 09�Photo #63:  West Elevation.  Connector bridge extending over 
drive to Building 03. 
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Building 09�Photo #64:  South Elevation.  Note framework on roof for 
abandoned coal lift. 

Building 09�Photo #65:  East Elevation 
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Building 09�Photo #66:  East extension from main building.  Damaged 
masonry. 

Building 09�Photo #67:  Window at single story extension, rusted window 
lintel and damaged masonry. 
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United States Playing Card facility roofing review 

Doug Green of R.E. FORSHEE CO. performed a roof analysis of the U.S. Playing Card 
Facility, on April 22, 2004. His two-page report and accompanying photographs are 
attached. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Building 01�Roof Photo #1:  Hole from abandoned 
roof top equipment.  Patch and repair. 

Building 01�Roof Photo #2 

Building 01�Roof Photo #3:  Observed deteriora-
tion of flashing at door sill.  Recommend re-
flashing. 

Building 01�Roof Photo #4:  Exposed fibers of 
roofing membrane.  Recommend repair or replace-
ment. 

Building 01�Roof Photo #6:  Observed deteriorat-
ing membrane flashing over brick parapet.  Recom-
mend repair brick and replace membrane flashing. 

Building 01�Roof Photo #7:  Splitting membrane 
and deterioration of roof tar.  Repair or replace 
roofing. 
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Building 01�Roof Photo #8:  Observed deteriorated 
parapet flashing.  Repair or replace required. 

Building 01�Roof Photo #9:  Observed deteriorated 
parapet flashing.  Repair or replace required. 

Building 01�Roof Photo #10:  Abandoned and 
damaged equipment pad. 

Building 01�Roof Photo #11:  Exposed roof mem-
brane. 

Building 01�Roof Photo #12:  Abandoned equip-
ment mounting under cover. 

Building 01�Roof Photo #13:  Rotting wood struc-
ture.  No flashing around base.  See Photo #14.  
Structure could be removed. 
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Building 01�Roof Photo #14:  Abandoned wood 
structure.  Recommend removal, patch/ repair roof-
ing. 

Building 01�Roof Photo #15;  Cracked roofing 
membrane.  Patch or replace. 

Building 01�Roof Photo #16:  Abandoned rooftop 
equipment stanton.  Remove to below roofing.  Patch 
roofing membrane. 

Building 01�Roof Photo #17 

Building 01�Roof Photo #18:  Clerestory roof.  
Gravel ballast over single ply membrane roofing. 

Building 01�Roof Photo #19 
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Building 01�Roof Photo #20:  Clerestory roof. 
Milflashing is deteriorated.  Repair or replace. 

Roof Photo #2:  Connector between Building 01 and 
Building 03.  No grate screen on roof drain. 

Building 03�Roof Photo #22:  Built up roofing, 
broken clay tile roofing.  Presumably from clock 
tower roof.  Clock tower roof was not accessible.  
Evidence missing the roofing was visible. 

Building 02�Roof Photo #23:  Roofing tar on stone 
coping, milflashing under stone. 

Building 02�Roof Photo #24:  Clock tower.  Ob-
served evidence that roofing tile has slipped 
from roof.  Repair should be high priority, con-
sidering liability to visitors at main entrance. 

Building 02�Roof Photo #25:  Worn roof mem-
brane at base of clock tower.  Repair or replace. 
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Building 04�Roof Photo #26:  Gutter drain.  Screen 
should be installed. 

Building 04�Roof Photo #27:  Gutter and gutter 
board. Required maintenance patching and paint-
ing.  Note masonry beyond requires tuck pointing. 

Building 04�Roof Photo #28:  Evidence of move-
ment in masonry at window head.  Repair required 
to maintain masonry. 

Roof Photo #29:  Connector between Building 01 
and 02.  Observed evidence or movement and 
cracking of masonry.  Repair is required. 

Building 07�Roof Photo #30:  Observed standing 
water on lower roof.  Growth of moss indicates long 
term problem.  Note broken glass in windows be-
yond. 

Building 07�Roof Photo #31:  Single story clere-
story windows.  Observed damaged gutter.  Down-
spouts require repair.  Debris should be removed 
from roof as part of yearly maintenance. 
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Building 07�Roof Photo #32:  Evidence of move-
ment in masonry, possibly old opening bricked in.  
Repair sealant at lintel, tuck point masonry. 

Building 06�Roof Photo #33:  Water damaged ma-
sonry around downspout.  Extensive tuck pointing 
required.  Removal of plant within joints required. 

Building 07�Roof Photo #34:  Observed evidence 
of movement of masonry at parapet coping stone.  
Repair is required. 

Connector between Building 04 and 06�Roof Photo 
#35:  Observed damaged flashing at junction of 
parapet and roof.  Repair required. 

Connector between Building 04 and 06�Roof Photo 
#36:  Observed parapet flashing damage.  Repair 
required. 

Connector between Building 04 and 06�Roof Photo 
#37:  Observed damaged flashing on parapet.  Re-
pair required. 
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Building 06�Roof Photo #38:  Observed evidence 
of masonry movement and deterioration of concrete 
lintel of windows. 

Building 06�Roof Photo #39:  Observed existing 
roofing mastic patch at intersection of parapet.  Re-
place patch.  Tuck point masonry. 

Building 06�Roof Photo #40 Building 06�Roof Photo #41:  Tuck point masonry 
is required. 

Building 05�Roof Photo #43:  Observed multiple 
past roof repairs.  Observation of underside of roof 
deck indicates past roofing leaks. 

Building 05�Roof Photo #44:  Observed multiple 
layers of roofing mastic.  Recommend removal and 
replacement of old roof. 
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Building 03�Roof Photo #45 Building 03�Roof Photo # 46 

Building 10�Roof Photo #48:  Observed ongoing 
roof leaks from inside of Building 10.  Most notably 
around base of clerestory structure. 
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